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Call for
PapersO País do FuturoO Futuro do País
 In 1941, Stefan Zweig declared Brazil the “country of  the future”, a prediction 
that is recalled regularly whenever Brazil’s place on the world stage seems to be shif-
ting. Brazilian writers have always dialogued with the future, from Machado de Assis’s 
O Imortal (1882) and Monteiro Lobato’s O Presidente Negro (1926), set in 2228, to 
the worlds imagined by Roberto Sousa Causo and Nelson de Oliveira. Likewise, 
filmmakers have attempted to portray a future Brazil: from the Cinema Novo 
experiment of  Walter Lima Jr.’s Brasil Ano 2000 (1969) to the dystopian Brazil created 
in Gabriel Mascaro’s Divino Amor (2019).
 Our objective is to look at how Brazilians have looked forward in the past, but 
also to consider how present-day Brazilians see the future. What narratives are cons-
tructed? On what topoi of  Brazilian culture, if  any, are these based? What does this 
mean to the daily lives of  Brazilians? How are these practices represented, for exam-
ple, in media, film and literature? What moral or ethical values are at stake?

 Some of  the topics considered might include:

– Predictions and premonitions in Brazilian culture
– Science fiction and speculative fiction (literature, film, television, graphic novels)
– Modernism
– Classics and reinventions of  national identity
– Challenges to democracy
– Legal changes, societal changes, ecological changes, media changes and/or 
linguistic changes
– Diversity at risk
– Race and ethnicity
– Indigenous voices

Papers should be 20 minutes in length, in English or Portuguese.

Please submit abstracts of  max 200 words and a short bio of  approximately 50 words 
to the conference organisers at: rebrac2020@gmail.com by 1 November 2019 for 
full consideration. Please include title of  paper, your name and institutional affiliation 

with your abstract.

Acceptance will be confirmed by 15 November 2019.

Conference Organisers: Dr Claire Williams, Dr Gui Perdigão, Ms Georgia Nasseh


